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The First Opium War and the Taking of Hong Kong have tended to underpin relations between

Britain and China. Here those events are described through the eyes of Britain's plenipotentiary

Captain Charles Elliot and his wife Clara. Revelations about Elliot's role, intentions and analysis are

important in clarifying the past. The couple's personal views and relations with each other also

contribute to a fresh writing of history.
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My review is a little biased because my purchase was for geneology purposes. This is more a text

for university students and historians and not my normal cup of tea. But the authors have managed

to piece together the letter writings of the Eliott's to their loved ones back home with what is already

known in history in a colorful, entertaining and engaging story. My interest is in the little Gilbert (the

baby left behind with his aunt). He ended up marrying my grandfather's aunt in Melbourne, Australia

and I'm fascinated by the amazing life of his parents in the 1800's.
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